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1. News from HAIAP 

1.1  Amit Sengupta birthday memorial meeting and fellowship awards 

1.2 2022 Palestine- 40 years - Special report and video from Dr Swee Chai Ang- shared by Dr Chan 
Chee Khoon 

1.3 Limited numbers of HAIAP at 40 hard copy book available. 
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2.1 Oxfam media briefs  

2.2. Medicines Law and Policy: Seven recommendations for sharing intellectual property, know-
how and technology – report of Global Expert Group on the Pandemic Treaty published by BMJ 
Global Health 
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1.  News from HAIAP 

1.1  Amit Sengupta's birthday anniversary  

On the occasion of Dr Amit Sengupta's birthday anniversary on July 5, a virtual Memorial Meeting was 
held. The announcement of the 2022  'Amit Sengupta Fellowship on Health Rights' was made.  

In memory of Dr Amit Sengupta, his family has instituted an annual fellowship. The fellowship is  
awarded to a young health activist who works in the area on health rights, particularly for the 
vulnerable sections of the society, demonstrating leadership qualities and commitment to bring 
scientific temper and awareness about health rights. The Fellowship is awarded for a duration of one 
year with a stipend up to INR One Lakh only.1 

 

1.2   40 Years Palestine - From Death to Life: Forty Years After the Sabra Shatila Massacre  

Dr Chan Chee Khoon has shared this important Special Report By Dr Swee Chai Ang.   

Dr. Swee Chai Ang  is founder and patron of the British Charity -  Medical Aid for Palestinians, author of 'From Beirut to 
Jerusalem, A Woman Surgeon with the Palestinians' updated and republished 2019 by The Other Press, Kuala Lumpur. She 
was an orthopedic surgeon in Gaza Hospital Sabra Shatila during the 1982 massacre.  

AS WE APPROACH the 40th anniversary of the Sabra Shatila massacre, the situation in the West Bank 
and Gaza and for the Palestinians living in refugee camps in countries neighboring Israel could not be 
more dark and grim. The constant arrests, house demolitions and killing of unarmed Palestinians in 
the West Bank and the regular bombing of blockaded Gaza are rarely reported in the mainstream 
media anymore. Funding for Palestinian refugees is also in jeopardy. Fourteen U.S. Republican 
senators are also trying to erase Palestinian refugees by redefining who is a refugee and conditioning 
aid to UNRWA (S. 2479).  

The six million refugees living outside historic Palestine (now called Israel) are all but forgotten. Many 
of us have allowed them to fade in our consciousness. Yet every Palestinian killed—be they the 
recent 256 Palestinians, including 66 children, killed by Israeli bombardment of Gaza in 2021; or the 
2,022 killed, including 526 children, in Operation Protective Edge in 2014; the 1,400 deaths, including 
300 children, in Operation Cast Lead in 2008-9; or in the Great March of Return cannot be forgotten. 

There is no healing as the violence against the Palestinians is ongoing. There is no post-traumatic 
stress syndrome; there is only ongoing traumatic onslaughts and wounding of their bodies and souls. 
Every child born in Gaza after 2008 has experienced four major military assaults with intensive 
bombardment, deaths and injuries. Two million Palestinians are held under blockade in Gaza since 
2007 converting Gaza into a large prison whose 'inmates' are bombed and not allowed to escape. 

This year also marks the 74th anniversary of the Nakba—and the 105th anniversary of the Balfour 
Declaration, drafted with support of U.S. Justice Louis Brandeis and two other Americans who were 
part of the then-nascent Zionist movement. Britain was on its ascent in colonial power, thus paving 
the way for the giving away of the homes of the Palestinians and wiping Palestine off the world map.  

Read the whole report https://www.wrmea.org/jordan-lebanon-syria/from-death-to-life-forty-years-after-the-
sabra-shatila-massacre.html   

or download here: 

https://www.haiasiapacific.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Palestine-40-years-Dr-Swee-Chi-Ang-.pdf  

AND 

Dr Chan Chee Khoon also shared this extremely powerful and important video interview with Dr Swee 
Chai Ang prepared by Orthohub.  Thank you Chee Khoon!  It is quite long but I believe it is a must 
watch. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81nKIGpmcu8&ab_channel=orthohubxyz  

 

 
1 https://www.advance-africa.com/Dr-Amit-Sengupta-Fellowships-on-Health-Rights-in-India.html 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81nKIGpmcu8&ab_channel=orthohubxyz
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1.3 HAIAP at 40   

The book can be downloaded free. It is on the top right on this page  https://www.twn.my/ 
It is not for sale but a limited number of hard copies can still be obtained from TWN for the cost of the 
postage.  Please contact Linda Ooi at TWN for details of the cost of postage to your country from Penang.     
linda@twnetwork.org    

 

2. Information sharing 

2.1 Oxfam media briefs  

Latest news and stories on poverty and inequality, women’s rights, humanitarian issues and climate change.  
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases 

Examples 

Oxfam reaction to pharmaceutical industry's proposed 'vision for equitable access in pandemics’ 
19 July 2022 

Two-weeks increase in food billionaires’ wealth enough to fully fund East Africa hunger crisis response  
17 July 2022 

G7 vaccines failures contribute to 600,000 preventable deaths   
25 June 2022 

G7 must pursue windfall taxes on excess corporate 'pandemic profits' and cancel poor country debts to 
fund fight against hunger 
24 June 2022 

WTO agrees a deal on patents for COVID vaccines - but campaigners say this is absolutely not the broad 
intellectual property waiver the world desperately needs 
17 June 2022 

Israel’s blockade of Gaza hits 15 years with no diplomatic resolution in sight 
15 June 2022 

Nearly 30,000 people have died every day from COVID-19 since WTO talks on vaccine intellectual 
property began 
9 June 2022 

Pandemic creates new billionaire every 30 hours — now a million people could fall into extreme poverty 
at same rate in 2022 
23 May 2022 

 
2.2  Medicines Law & Policy: Seven recommendations for sharing intellectual property, know-how 
and technology – report of the Global Expert Group on the Pandemic Treaty  

Negotiators of a Pandemic Treaty should heed the recommendations, published 15 July in the BMJ 
Global Health, to design a fair global system for sharing the building blocks needed for equitable access 
to medical countermeasures, such as vaccines and therapeutics, in a pandemic. Those building blocks 
are the intellectual property (IP), know-how and technology behind the vaccines, medicines, and 
medical products used in a pandemic response, which companies have been generally hesitant to share 
in the Covid-19 pandemic. The World Health Organization Intergovernmental Negotiating Body (INB) 
drafting the treaty texts resumed its negotiations from 18-22 July.  

Ellen ‘t Hoen, director of Medicines Law and Policy said: 'The Covid-19 pandemic has taught us that 
setting up voluntary mechanisms for sharing IP and know-how in the middle of a global health crisis 
does not work. Upfront commitments are necessary so that the next time around pandemic 

https://www.twn.my/
mailto:linda@twnetwork.org
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-reaction-pharmaceutical-industrys-proposed-vision-equitable-access-pandemics
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-reaction-pharmaceutical-industrys-proposed-vision-equitable-access-pandemics
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/two-weeks-increase-food-billionaires-wealth-enough-fully-fund-east-africa-hunger
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/two-weeks-increase-food-billionaires-wealth-enough-fully-fund-east-africa-hunger
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/g7-vaccines-failures-contribute-600000-preventable-deaths
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/g7-vaccines-failures-contribute-600000-preventable-deaths
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/g7-must-pursue-windfall-taxes-excess-corporate-pandemic-profits-and-cancel-poor
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/g7-must-pursue-windfall-taxes-excess-corporate-pandemic-profits-and-cancel-poor
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/wto-agrees-deal-patents-covid-vaccines-campaigners-say-absolutely-not-broad
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/wto-agrees-deal-patents-covid-vaccines-campaigners-say-absolutely-not-broad
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/israels-blockade-gaza-hits-15-years-no-diplomatic-resolution-sight
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/israels-blockade-gaza-hits-15-years-no-diplomatic-resolution-sight
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/nearly-30000-people-have-died-every-day-covid-19-wto-talks-vaccine-intellectual
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/nearly-30000-people-have-died-every-day-covid-19-wto-talks-vaccine-intellectual
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/pandemic-creates-new-billionaire-every-30-hours-now-million-people-could-fall
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/pandemic-creates-new-billionaire-every-30-hours-now-million-people-could-fall
https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/7/e009709?rss=1
https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/7/e009709?rss=1
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countermeasures are public goods that are equitably shared. The seven components we outline to be 
included in the Pandemic Treaty should provide a better collective response to global health threats 
than what we are witnessing during the Covid-19 pandemic.' 
Here is a direct link to the BMJ  paper: https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/7/e009709 
 
Here is the blog: https://medicineslawandpolicy.org/2022/07/seven-recommendations-for-sharing-intellectual-
property-know-how-and-technology-report-of-global-expert-group-on-the-pandemic-treaty-published-by-bmj-global-
health/ 
 

 
2.3  Lancet: International law reform for One Health notifications  

Full text: https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S0140-6736%2822%2900942-4 

Colin J Carlson, Alexandra L Phelan Lancet online July 7, 2022 

Using examples from the past decade, we discuss the limitations of the present system for outbreak 
notifications, which suffers from ambiguous obligations, fragile incentives, and an overly narrow focus 
on human outbreaks. We examine existing international legal frameworks, and provide clarity on what a 
successful One Health approach to proposed international law reforms— including a pandemic treaty 
and amendments to the International Health Regulations—would require. In particular, we focus on 
how a treaty would provide opportunities to simultaneously expand reporting obligations, accelerate 
the sharing of scientific discoveries, and strengthen existing legal frameworks, all while addressing the 
most complex issues that global health governance currently faces. 
 

2.4  Pharmaceutical crime:  FDA and control of DTCA:  Public Citizen 

https://publiccitizen.salsalabs.org/tell-congress-pass-banning-misleading-drug-ads-act-of-
2022/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=4da98b99-a5ce-4b71-8c6f-a99a25ebd1ca#1  

Public Citizen is calling for public action in USA for the Banning Misleading Drug Ads Act of 2022 to be 
passed without delay.  The procedures of the FDA have an impact on what happens in many other 
countries. 

'There are only two countries on Earth where pharmaceutical companies are allowed to advertise 
directly to consumers. One is New Zealand. The other is the United States. You know the ads. 

US Congress passed a law in 2007 directing the Food and Drug Administration to develop a rule that 
would require these ads to present a drug’s major risks in a clear and fair manner. In 2010, the FDA 
proposed a rule that would have prevented these ads from containing 'distracting representations' that 
detract from communicating information about a drug’s risk of serious adverse effects. But that was 12 
years ago — and the FDA still hasn’t acted on behalf of American consumers and finalised its rule!' 

As Michael Carome — the director of Public Citizen’s Health Research Group — told the national media: 

'For more than a decade, the FDA has flouted the will of Congress by failing to finalise a rule requiring 
that direct-to-consumer prescription drug ads provide clear and balanced descriptions of the medicines’ 
major risks.' Legislation just introduced in Congress — the Banning Misleading Drug Ads Act of 2022 — 
would rectify the FDA’s inaction and ensure that consumers are not misled by ads that cleverly 
downplay the risks of prescription medications. 

Therefore Public Citizen is asking for American citizens to tell Congress:  

'The Food and Drug Administration has failed to protect American consumers from Big Pharma’s 
misleading TV and radio advertising. Pass the Banning Misleading Drug Ads Act of 2022 without delay.' 

 

2.5  Sponsorship of Australian and New Zealand medical societies by healthcare companies: an 
observational study.     Joel Lexchin July 2022.  

Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Open  Volume 13 Issue 7, July 2022 

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/shrb/current 

(The complete pdf can be downloaded here:  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9272183/)  

https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/7/e009709
https://medicineslawandpolicy.org/2022/07/seven-recommendations-for-sharing-intellectual-property-know-how-and-technology-report-of-global-expert-group-on-the-pandemic-treaty-published-by-bmj-global-health/
https://medicineslawandpolicy.org/2022/07/seven-recommendations-for-sharing-intellectual-property-know-how-and-technology-report-of-global-expert-group-on-the-pandemic-treaty-published-by-bmj-global-health/
https://medicineslawandpolicy.org/2022/07/seven-recommendations-for-sharing-intellectual-property-know-how-and-technology-report-of-global-expert-group-on-the-pandemic-treaty-published-by-bmj-global-health/
https://default.salsalabs.org/Te73cd1a5-872f-466c-941b-c3e51d042777/86626603-3ff4-440f-b204-55b123363973
https://default.salsalabs.org/T3fe6569a-dc23-40a4-854c-ce414e8aef33/86626603-3ff4-440f-b204-55b123363973
https://default.salsalabs.org/T3fe6569a-dc23-40a4-854c-ce414e8aef33/86626603-3ff4-440f-b204-55b123363973
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/shr
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/shr
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ABSTRACT 

Objectives: To examine sponsorship of Australian and New Zealand medical societies by healthcare 
companies and whether societies have policies to deal with conflicts of interest. 

Design: Cross-sectional study conducted in March 2022. 

Setting: Australia and New Zealand - Participants in Medical societies in both countries. 

Main outcome measures: The percent of medical societies that list sponsorship from healthcare 
companies on either their home webpages or the webpages of their annual meetings and/or that issue 
prospectuses to potential sponsors. The percent of societies with sponsorship that also have policies 
about their interactions with their sponsors. Whether societies feature their sponsors’ logos on their 
webpages and have hyperlinks to sponsors’ webpages and what percent of societies’ annual revenue 
comes from sponsorships. 

Results: Ninety-two medical societies were identified. Sixty-two had healthcare company sponsorship 
and 10 of the societies with sponsorship had policies to deal with interactions with their sponsors. Fifty-
four societies displayed the logos of their sponsors on their home webpages and/or the webpages of 
their annual meetings. Only six societies provided enough information to calculate what percent of their 
revenue comes from sponsorships. For five of the six the percent was well below 50%. 

Conclusions: The acceptance of sponsorships from healthcare companies by Australian and New 
Zealand societies is common and few societies have policies to deal with these relationships. In general, 
societies appear to get only a small percent of their annual revenue from sponsorships. 

Further, Joel Lexchin notes:  Hyperlinks from societies’ webpages to the websites of their sponsors 
potentially expose viewers to information about products produced by their makers. A 2010 systematic 
review examined the relationship between exposure to information from pharmaceutical companies and 
the quality, quantity and cost of physicians’ prescribing. The authors concluded that ‘with rare exceptions, 
studies of exposure to information provided directly by pharmaceutical companies have found associations 
with higher prescribing frequency, higher costs, or lower prescribing quality or have not found significant 
associations.’  

2.6 Native American tribes reach $590 million opioid settlement from drug distributors, J&J  

Molly Young   https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2022/02/02/cardinal-health-opioid-
settlement-mckesson-johnson-johnson-oklahoma-tribes/9312330002/ 

Native American tribes will receive a collective $590 million to settle claims that three drug distributors 
and drug maker Johnson & Johnson fueled the opioid crisis in Native American communities. The 
settlement will be paid over seven years, according to documents filed Tuesday in federal court. The 
deal marks the latest in a series of financial payouts to governments grappling with a surge of painkiller 
addictions and deaths. Native Americans face a deadly drug crisis and now tapping into culture is 
helping them heal.  Cherokee Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. said the tribe plans to use the money to 
increase access to mental health care and other services. 

2.7 New Zealand plans to be smoke free by 2025 
Published by The Conversation July 26, 2022    https://tinyurl.com/26mu6suh 

With the first reading of a new bill in parliament today, Aotearoa's plan to be smoke- free by 2025 takes 
another tangible step forward. (Aotearoa is the Māori-language name for New Zealand).  

Reducing Māori health inequity 

If successful, this step would be a monumental achievement for generations of tobacco-control 
advocates and researchers. The concept of a 'tobacco endgame' will move beyond aspiration to reality. 

We’ve got to this point after decades of Māori leadership, research and advocacy, with the proposed 
legislation having its roots in the aim of reducing health inequities between Māori and non-Māori. This 
kaupapa (principle or policy) has driven the process and is supported by Māori communities. 

The Conversation New Zealand has published six reasons why this policy should be supported 
https://theconversation.com/new-zealand-is-introducing-law-to-create-a-smokefree-generation-here-
are-6-reasons-to-support-this-policy-186283 

https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/nation/2021/09/23/culturally-competent-care-for-addiction-treatment-helps-native-americans-heal/5810581001/
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/nation/2021/09/23/culturally-competent-care-for-addiction-treatment-helps-native-americans-heal/5810581001/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ori_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
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