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HAIAP News Bulletin, 1 September 2022 

 

 

1. News from HAIAP 

1.1    IIUM Award. On August 13, Dato Seri Anwar Fazal received  the International Islamic University 

Malaysia  Ibn Khaldun Merit Award for Global Social Transformation on behalf of HAIAP. 
 

1.2    Pakistan Floods.  Devastating rains, floods and landslides have had an enormous impact on more 
than 33 million people in different parts of Pakistan. HANDS Pakistan responds. 

 
1.3    Thailand has legalised cannabis, but its war on drugs continues.  What does it mean? 
 
1.4   Limited numbers of HAIAP at 40 hard copy book available. 

 

2. Information sharing 

2.1  Time to stop using ineffective Covid-19 drugs -  NEJM 

2.2  PHARMA COVID-19 vaccine dispute 
2.3 Australian vaccine production hub should share technology and know-how for global vaccine 

justice 

2.4  At the UN, states and anti-rights actors join forces to push back against gender justice 

  

https://www.haiasiapacific.org  
Haiasiapacific@gmail.com  

https://www.haiasiapacific.org/
mailto:Haiasiapacific@gmail.com
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1.  News from HAIAP 

 
1.1   Anwar Fazal received the IIUM Ibn Khaldun Merit Award for Global Social Transformation on 

behalf of HAIAP August 13 

The International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) Ibn Khaldun Award, introduced in 2018, is an award 
to recognise organisations that lead and contribute in terms of expertise or charitable work for the 
community without expecting monetary returns.  

According to IIUM Rector, Prof. Emeritus Tan Sri Dato’ Dzulkifli Abdul Razak: 'This award is a sign of 
appreciation and gratitude to the front-line staff and to some extent it is a catalyst to raise their spirits in 
carrying out their duties'.  

We at HAIAP are honoured and humbled to receive this award. On August 13 Datuk Seri Mohammed 
Anwar Fazal Mohammed received the IIUM Award from Queen Azizah of Malaysia at the IIUM 
Convocation Ceremony 2022. 
 
For more information see HAIAP News August 2022  

https://www.haiasiapacific.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/HAIAPNewAugust2022.pdf 
 
Watch the ceremony here  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fIL_Dua7weU&t=7718s  
start at 2.08.04 

 

1.2   Pakistan Floods 

The recently launched Pakistan Floods Response Plan1 focuses on the needs of 5.2 million people, with 
life-saving response activities amounting to US$ 160.3 million covering food security, assistance for 
agriculture and livestock, shelter and non-food items, nutrition programs, primary health services, 
protection, water and sanitation, women’s health, and education support, as well as shelter for 
displaced people.  

The monsoon rains started in Pakistan in the last week of June; 2022.  Since the start of the monsoon 
season, Pakistan received 60% of its total average monsoon rainfall in just three weeks. The heavy 
rains caused urban and flash floods, landslides, and Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF) throughout 
Pakistan, most notably in Balochistan, Punjab, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Sindh. 

HANDS is closely coordinating with district administration, Local organisations, community activists, 
provincial authorities and PDMA through its network of twelve Disaster Risk Management Centres 
(DRMCs) in Sindh & Punjab. 

More details are included in the August HAIAP News 

https://www.haiasiapacific.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/HAIAPNewAugust2022.pdf 

 
• HANDS provides a Daily Bulletin and regular Comprehensive Situation Reports 

https://hands.org.pk/news-stories/publications/#rain-and-flash 
 

  

 
1 https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/joint-launch-2022-pakistan-floods-response-plan-government-pakistan-and-united-nations 
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1.3   Thailand has legalised cannabis, but its war on drugs continues 
 

Pablo Vinales SBS Australia 

Thailand has introduced the most progressive drug laws in South East Asia in relation to cannabis. But 
the war on ‘harder’ drugs continues. For decades Thailand has had some of the harshest drug laws in 
world.  But after its economy was crippled by the COVID-19 pandemic, the country partly relaxed its 
approach in a bid to revive the tourism industry and ease overcrowding in prisons. 

In June, the country legalised marijuana, allowing people to grow cannabis and smoke it at home. 

Immediately after the law passed, more than 3,000 prisoners convicted on cannabis-related charges 
were released from prison. The move also appears to be having its desired effect on the tourism front. 

The change complements a narcotics bill, legislated in 2021, which is meant to emphasise treatment 
and prevention instead of punishment. The narcotics law reduces extremely heavy sentences for 
people convicted on drug charges and is designed to reduce overcrowding in prisons, which are 
running at triple the official capacity. 

[End SBS quote] 

We are looking forward to hearing from our Thai colleagues about all the implications of 
this change. 

For many years our colleagues in Thailand have been pushing to get illicit drug control out from the 
Ministry of Justice to the Ministry of Health. In Thailand illicit drug use has been considered a criminal 
offence rather than a health issue. 

What has changed and how?  

 

1.4   HAIAP at 40  - Book 

The book can be downloaded free. It is on the top right on this page  https://www.twn.my/ 

It is not for sale but a limited number of hard copies can still be obtained from TWN for the cost of the 
postage.  Please contact Linda Ooi at TWN for details of the cost of postage to your country from 
Penang.     linda@twnetwork.org    

 

  

https://www.twn.my/
mailto:linda@twnetwork.org
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2. Information sharing 

2.1   Time to stop using ineffective Covid-19 drugs - NEJM 

Read the whole article here 

     https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2209017 

Salim S. Abdool Karim, M.B., Ch.B., Ph.D., and Nikita Devnarain, Ph.D. 

In practicing evidence-based medicine, physicians use the best evidence currently available on safety 
and efficacy in making decisions on treatment choices for their patients. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
some of the early treatment trials were rushed, leading to studies that were badly conducted or had too 
few patients.  Evidence of the efficacy of some COVID-19 treatments could not be produced,  but these 
drugs were already in widespread use by then, and some clinicians have been reluctant to change to 
proven efficacious alternatives. Ivermectin and fluvoxamine, in particular, are still widely prescribed, 
even though evidence has been steadily accumulating to indicate that both treatments at acceptable 
doses are not effective for COVID-19. 

Prescribing non-efficacious treatments is not a neutral or harmless option. In addition to denying 
patients the appropriate treatment, such prescribing can lead to side effects without any therapeutic 
benefit and to drug shortages for patients who need the medications for other conditions. Hence, it is 
important to have reliable evidence of non-efficacy and to have journals publish such studies. It is also 
important that multiple rigorous randomised, controlled trials be performed to provide unequivocal 
evidence on the efficacy of new treatments, as the COVID-19 experience has shown. 

 

 

2.2  Pharma dispute 

A Moderna legal battle  has erupted over the messenger RNA (mRNA) vaccines against COVID-19. 
Moderna's vaccine was actually patented years earlier by two university scientists. 

Jon Cohen  August 29, 2022   

Read the whole article here: 

https://www.science.org/content/article/scientists-question-moderna-invention-claim-covid-19-
vaccine-dispute 

In a complaint filed on 26 August in a U.S. district court in Massachusetts, Moderna accuses Pfizer and 
its partner BioNTech of “co-opting Moderna’s patented inventions” covering different aspects of the 
two COVID-19 vaccines, which have already earned the companies billions of dollars. Both vaccines rely 
on mRNA that codes for the spike protein of SARS-CoV-2. 

The two vaccines were the first authorised for COVID-19 in the United States and the first to show the 
mRNA platform worked, for any pathogen, in people. Moderna said in 2020 it would not enforce patent 
claims while the pandemic was ongoing. 

  

https://htv-prod-media.s3.amazonaws.com/files/01-main-1661517480.pdf
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2.3  Australian vaccine production hub should share technology and know-how for global vaccine justice 

Civil Society urges more government action for equitable global access to COVID medical products 

AFTINET2 and six other national public health, aid and development and human rights organisations 
wrote to the new Australian government on August 9 urging them to make sharing of intellectual 
property technology and know-how a condition of government support for pharmaceutical companies 
manufacturing in Australia. This principle should apply to the Moderna manufacturing plant and to 
public funding for the development of the Monash - Doherty Institute vaccine. The organisations also 
urged government to support: 

• proposals from developing countries for a concerted WTO work program to ensure the WTO 
decision applies to tests and treatments by December 2022; 

• COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing hubs in developing countries; 

• provisions in the proposed World Health Organisation pandemic treaty that require the sharing of 
intellectual property for medical tools in future pandemics. 

On August 15, 2022, the Australian and Victorian governments announced a 10-year contract for public 
funding for US pharmaceutical company Moderna to partner with Monash University to produce mRNA 
vaccines in Australia. 

The proposed manufacturing project aims to protect Australians against future pandemics, support local 
industry and create highly skilled local jobs, all of which are welcome goals. There is also a separate 
research initiative by Monash University and the Doherty Institute which is conducting clinical trials for a 
new-generation vaccine designed to protect against the Omicron variant. 

However the manufacturing contract is secret, and it is not clear that public funds invested will assist in 
tackling the continuing shocking inequity in global distribution of COVID-19 vaccines and treatments. 
While vaccination rates are 80-90 per cent in high-income countries, they are still only 20 per cent in 
low-income countries. 

The recent decision by the World Trade Organisation (WTO) for restricted sharing of some intellectual 
property on vaccines only, but which delayed a decision on treatments and tests until December 2022, 
fell short of addressing this global need, and governments must do more. 

 

 
2.4 At the UN, states and anti-rights actors join forces to push back against gender justice 

Umyra Ahmad,3 June 13 2022 

Read the whole article here: 

https://www.openglobalrights.org/states-and-anti-rights-actors-join-forces-to-push-back-against-gender-
justice/ 

At the latest Human Rights Council session, anti-rights language started making its way into some 
resolutions under discussion. 

The UN Human Rights Council (HRC) has long been a space for civil society to hold states accountable for 
human rights violations. However, it has recently become fertile ground for a host of vested interests 
intent on pushing back rights, particularly around gender and sexuality. At the most recent session last 
month, we witnessed some states in thrall to the priorities of multinational corporations and others 
pushing anti-rights language. 

 
2  
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm#inbox/WhctKKXgkHwmjWdNdwNqQZcWmXwxqLkTDwXcftPssWrmmznQZcRfthlZ
BjfLrZczqwSHgHG  

 
3 Umyra Ahmad is a feminist advocate who works with the advancing universal rights and justice team at AWID. She is 

based in Malaysia, where she supports queer, migrant, and refugee movements and organisers. 
 

https://aftinet.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15adf786c1bea042e044b14e1&id=bc0a6ab1dc&e=5751601d91
https://aftinet.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15adf786c1bea042e044b14e1&id=e81000212b&e=5751601d91
https://aftinet.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15adf786c1bea042e044b14e1&id=3c20208d1b&e=5751601d91
https://aftinet.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15adf786c1bea042e044b14e1&id=432a6fa821&e=5751601d91
https://www.openglobalrights.org/umyra-ahmad/
https://www.awid.org/
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At the recent 50th HRC session, two resolutions under discussion were of particular concern: the 
political participation and activism of young women and girls and access to medicines, vaccines, and 
other health products. These issues are not separate; without access to medicines and vaccines, young 
women and girls are prevented from participating in political life, and vice versa, as evidenced by the 
disproportionate impact of global vaccine inequality on women in the Global South. 

However, behind closed doors at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, we found that diplomats discussed 
these two topics as if they bore no relation to each other.  

In one room, representatives from the EU, Canada, and New Zealand went head-to-head with Egypt, 
Russia, and Pakistan. The former group argued for progressive language on gender and sexuality, while 
the latter pushed for anti-rights language. Both sides refused to budge.  

In another room, where health and access to medicines were being discussed, those same states 
defending progressive language on gender and sexuality blocked efforts to address global vaccine 
inequality that would save innumerable lives. 

Throughout the negotiations, those states with conservative positions misused the concept of ‘evolving 
capacities of the child’ and insisted that the political participation of young women and girls must be 
subject to ‘parental guidance.’ This narrative is part of a systematic and cynical effort to create a new 
and false category of ‘parental rights.’ “Parental rights” is, in fact, code for granting parents more power 
to curtail children’s rights and autonomy, opposing rights-based education, and glossing over gender-
based violence within families. Conservatives also invoked moral panic to push back against the 
inclusion of Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) in the text of the resolution. 

But states are not doing this alone. The report, Rights at Risk: Time for Action exposed deep 
collaboration between states and anti-rights organisations to consolidate discriminatory policies at the 
UN.  

The US-based Alliance Defending Freedom was particularly active during the session. A Christian legal 
advocacy organisation designated as a hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Centre, ADF was 
allegedly seen lobbying diplomats representing Egypt and Pakistan. ADF is known to lobby and support 
delegations that take particularly conservative rights-restrictive positions in various negotiations.  
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