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1.  News from HAIAP 

1.1   Vale Dr Prem Chandran John. 

Dr Prem Chandran John died on November 4 after a long illness.  

He will be sadly missed by all who knew him.  Prem was born on 
January 9, 1941 in Vellore, India, son of Joseph and Ranji 
(Aaron) John. He married Hari Kumari Paliah, June 28, 1968 and 
had three children: Tara, Maya, Jaya. 

He received a Bachelor of Science, Madras (India) Christian 
College, 1960; Doctor of Medicine, Christian Medical College, 
Vellore, India, 1968; Master in Public Health, Johns Hopkins 
University, 1974. 

He was Director of Deenabandu Medical Mission, Ramakrishna 
Pet, India, 1969-1983; Coordinator of Asian Community Health 
Action Network (ACHAN), Madras, from 1984; Chair of the 
Testing Organization for Research in Chemical Hazards, 
Ahmedabad, since 1995. 

Dr Prem and HAI/HAIAP: The IOCU Regional Office for Asia and 
the Pacific (ROAP) agreed to be the clearing house for HAI that 

was set up in 1981. Following the recommendation of Dr Anwar Fazal, Director of IOCU ROAP 1975 
– 1991, and Dr Prem Chandran John, co-coordinator of Asian Community Health Action Network 
(ACHAN), a planning meeting in Penang, Malaysia in 1986 set up ARDA - Action for Rational Drugs in 
Asia. IOCU ROAP and ACHAN would coordinate the HAI network in Penang. It was loosely called the 
ARDA network. The All India Drug Action Network (AIDAN) founded and coordinated by Dr Mira 
Shiva was an important partner. Other network partners were identified and brought in and that 
network was the fore runner of HAIAP in which Dr Prem remained heavily involved. The network 
became HAIAP in 2001.  Prem was the Chairman of the HAIAP Governing Council until 2007. 

Dr Prem was one of the founders of the Peoples Health Movement in 2000 and he was a Board 
member of HAI. 

He will be sadly missed and will always be remembered and honoured in our memories.  

 
1.2 Dr Olle Hansson Award 2023  
Nomination deadline 31 January 2023.  
Please send nominations to Haiasiapacific@gmail.com - Subject: Olle Hansson Award 

Dr Olle Hansson was an icon of the activist medical profession and wrote a classic in medical 
investigative exposure. The book was called ‘INSIDE CIBA GEIGY’ and published in Penang, Malaysia 
in 1989. 

The Olle Hansson Award recognises the work of an individual from a low or middle income country1 
who has contributed the most to:  

1. Promoting the concepts of essential medicines and their rational use, and access to vaccines 

2. Increasing the awareness among consumers of the dangers of irrational and hazardous medicinal 
drugs and unethical marketing.  

3. Supporting and promoting health for all and addressing the structural and human rights issues 
relating to health.  

Nominations for the award, which can come from any individual or organisation, should contain:  

1. A one-page biodata of the candidate (including educational background, positions held, 

 
1 https://wellcome.org/grant-funding/guidance/low-and-middleincome-countries 
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affiliations, honours and awards).  

2. A 500-word statement of the nominee's qualities and achievements in the field of human rights 
issues relating to health and access to essential medicines and their safe and rational use.  

Please provide: 

a. Documentation of work done and a recent photograph of the nominee 

b.Two referee's names, affiliations and addresses.  

Closing Date: Nominations will close on January 31 2023. Please send nominations to: 
Haiasiapacific@gmail.com  

The award, which is given annually, is in the form of a commemorative certificate and a special 
oration and ceremony.  

See more details about the award 

https://www.haiasiapacific.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/HAIAPNews_April2022.pdf 

 

1.3     Limited numbers of HAIAP at 40 hard copy book available. 

The book can be downloaded free. It is on the right on this page  https://www.twn.my/ 

It is not for sale but a limited number of hard copies can still be obtained from TWN for the cost of 
the postage.  Please contact Linda Ooi at TWN for details of the cost of postage to your country 
from Penang.     linda@twnetwork.org    

 

2. Information sharing 

2.1 Antibiotic Smart Communities:  The need for a bottom-up engagement in NAP 
implementation 

 
https://www.reactgroup.org/news-and-views/news-and-opinions/year-2022/react-asia-pacific-antibiotic-smart-

communities-as-a-way-forward/ 

The Antibiotic Smart Communities project of ReAct Asia Pacific came out of a realisation that the 
implementation efforts around the Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and 
National Action Plans on AMR were mostly top-down in character. 

Many policies and interventions were planned at high-level meetings – and very little involvement 
of the target stakeholder groups and communities in the design of the initiatives. Additionally, there 
was very little resource mobilization happening at the grassroots level and poor local ownership. 

Robust community engagement as a way forward 

The intention is to add a bottom-up approach in addressing this global challenge. Therefore, ReAct 
Asia Pacific hypothesized that implementation of National Action Plans on AMR will increase if there 
is robust community engagement at least during the operationalization phase. The need for 
engaging communities and stakeholder groups has also been mentioned in the report of the 
Interagency Coordination Group on AMR (IACG-AMR). 

'ReAct Asia Pacific has been working with us for raising awareness and empowering community 
groups on antibiotic resistance in Mallappuzhasserry Panchayat, since 2018. The work involved 
partnership with several others like the Panchayat (local self-government institution), women’s 
self-help groups, local non-governmental organizations and religious organizations. 

ReAct’s work could generate a lot of community assets and resources, besides improving the 
community ownership of these activities.' 

 Dr Mathew Koshy Punnakkad, Director, CSI Community Health Project (one of the major 
partners in implementing the project in a small community in the state of Kerala, India) 

 

https://www.twn.my/
mailto:linda@twnetwork.org
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/documents/no-time-to-wait-securing-the-future-from-drug-resistant-infections-en.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/documents/no-time-to-wait-securing-the-future-from-drug-resistant-infections-en.pdf
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Few models at hand – need to explore best practices 

The challenge has been that there were very few models for engaging local communities on a 
seemingly distant and silent issue like antimicrobial resistance.  Local governance structures, 
especially in low- and middle-income country contexts, may not prioritise antimicrobial resistance 
due to competing and more visible priorities. 

Therefore, the Antibiotic Smart Communities project was meant to create a template for 
community engagement on the issue and explore best practices so as to increase the local 
ownership of interventions on antimicrobial resistance. Additionally, there was a need to design a 
holistic indicator framework to measure the level of preparedness of local communities to address 
the global health issue of drug-resistant bacteria. 

  
2.2 Vale ORS Pioneer - Dr Dilip Mahalanabis 

Born on Nov 12, 1934 in what is now Kishoreganj, Bangladesh, Dr Dilip Mahalanabis died on Oct 16, 
2022 in Kolkata, India, aged 87 years. 

Read the whole article here: 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)02367-
4/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email 

A paediatrician who specialised in paediatric gastroenterology and nutrition, 
Dilip Mahalanabis was working as a Research Investigator on diarrhoeal 
diseases in Kolkata, India, for what was then the Johns Hopkins University 
(JHU)School of Hygiene and Public Health when the Bangladesh Liberation War 
erupted in 1971. As millions of people fled the conflict, refugee camps formed 
around what is now India's border with Bangladesh. Mahalanabis was 

dispatched to camps in the border town of Bangaon to treat cholera outbreaks. 'Within 48 hours of 
arriving there, I realized we were losing the battle because there was not enough IV and only two 
members of my team were trained to give IV fluids', he said in a 2009 interview. He made the 
decision to allow non-specialists to administer oral rehydration therapy (ORT). Within weeks, the 
case fatality ratio had dropped from 30% to less than 4% among the patients who received ORT. 'He 
demonstrated that you could use this intervention in very extreme circumstances to save lots of 
people', said Richard Cash, Senior Lecturer in Global Health in the Department of Global Health and 
Population at Harvard University's T H Chan School of Public Health in Boston, MA, USA. 

In 1971, Mahalanabis became the Principal Investigator for JHU's International Center for Medical 
Research and Training, before becoming the Chief of Paediatric Gastroenterology at the Kothari 
Centre of Gastroenterology in Kolkata two years later. He also served as a consultant to the WHO's 
Diarrhoeal Disease Control Programme. 'For him, the dissemination of ORT was always a priority', 
said Shanta Dutta, the Director of the Indian Council of Medical Research's National Institute of 
Cholera and Enteric Diseases in Kolkata. In 1988, Mahalanabis joined the International Centre for 
Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh (icddr,b), in Dhaka as Associate Director of the Clinical 
Sciences Division.  

'His number one impact on icddr,b was capacity development', said Tahmeed Ahmed, who trained 
under Mahalanabis and is now Executive Director of icddr,b.  'He used to guide us in our research 
design and the research analysis of the data. That was his passion.  He also helped place junior 
researchers in positions around the world, while encouraging them to bring the knowledge they 
learned back to the region'. 

Mahalanabis spearheaded the development of the Society for Applied Studies in West Bengal, India, 
in 1990 to focus on research that would improve the health of women and children. After leaving 
icddr,b in 1995, he maintained a private paediatric practice in Kolkata. 

'He was so close to the patients, as well as their parents', Dutta said. 'He was a doctor who listens.' 
For his role in implementing ORT, he received the inaugural Pollin Prize for Pediatric Research in 
2002 and the 2006 Prince Mahidol Award in Public Health. Despite his reputation as 'a researcher of 
legendary stature',  

Mahalanabis was predeceased by his wife, Jayanti.   
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2.3  Dangerous cough syrups for children 

This WHO Medical Product Alert refers to eight substandard products, identified in the WHO Region 
of South-East Asia. These products were identified in Indonesia and publicly reported by the 
national regulatory authority (Badan POM) on 20 and 30 October 2022[1].   

https://www.who.int/news/item/02-11-2022-medical-product-alert-n-7-2022-substandard-(contaminated)-
paediatric-liquid-dosage-medicines 

Alert Summary  2 November 2022 

This WHO Medical Product Alert refers to eight substandard products, identified in the WHO Region 
of South-East Asia. These products were identified in Indonesia and publicly reported by the 
national regulatory authority (Badan POM) on 20 and 30 October 2022[1].  

Substandard medical products are products that fail to meet either their quality standards or 
specifications and are, therefore 'out of specification'2]. 

The eight products are Termorex syrup (batch AUG22A06 only), Flurin DMP syrup, Unibebi Cough 
Syrup, Unibebi Demam Paracetamol Drops, Unibebi Demam Paracetamol Syrup, Paracetamol Drops 
(manufactured by PT Afi Farma), Paracetamol Syrup (mint) (manufactured by PT Afi Farma) and 
Vipcol Syrup. Please see the annex for further details. 

These products contain unacceptable amounts of ethylene glycol and/or diethylene glycol as 
contaminants: this has been confirmed by laboratory analysis of samples by the authorities in 
Indonesia. To date, these products have been identified in Indonesia. They may however have 
marketing authorizations in other countries. These products may have been distributed, through 
informal markets, to other countries or regions.[1]  

WHO definitions:  

https://www.who.int/teams/regulation-prequalification/incidents-and-SF/background/definitions 

Risks 

Ethylene glycol and diethylene glycol are toxic to humans when consumed and can prove fatal. 

The substandard products referenced in the annex of this Alert are unsafe and their use, especially 
in children, may result in serious injury or death. Toxic effects can include abdominal pain, vomiting, 
diarrhoea, inability to pass urine, headache, altered mental state, and acute kidney injury which 
may lead to death. 

Advice to regulatory authorities and the public. It is important to detect and remove these 
substandard products from circulation to prevent harm to patients. WHO requests increased 
surveillance and diligence within the supply chains of countries and regions likely to be affected by 
these products. Increased surveillance of the informal/unregulated market is also advised. National 
regulatory/health authorities are advised to immediately notify WHO if these substandard products 
are discovered in their respective country. Manufacturers of liquid dosage forms, especially syrups 
that contain excipients including propylene glycol, polyethylene glycol, sorbitol, and/or 
glycerin/glycerol, are urged to test for the presence of contaminants such as ethylene glycol and 
diethylene glycol before use in medicines.  

All medical products must be approved and obtained from authorized/licensed suppliers. The 
products’ authenticity and physical condition should be carefully checked. Seek advice from a 
healthcare professional when in doubt. 

If you have these substandard products, please DO NOT use them. If you, or someone you know, 
have used them or suffered any adverse reaction/event after use, you are advised to seek 
immediate medical advice from a qualified healthcare professional and report the incident to the 
National Regulatory Authority or National Pharmacovigilance Centre. 

If you have any information concerning the manufacture or supply of these products, please contact 
WHO via rapidalert@who.int 

  

https://www.who.int/teams/regulation-prequalification/incidents-and-SF/background/definitions
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2.3  New TWN Publications 

2.3.1  Remedies Against Excessive Pricing of Patented Medicines Under Competition Law 
By Shiju Mazhuvanchery 
Intellectual Property Rights Series no. 18 

Download the pdf here: https://twn.my/title2/IPR/ipr18.htm 

Exorbitant medicine prices, especially for medicines subjected to patent protection, are increasingly 
coming under the spotlight. This paper considers whether and how this serious concern can be 
addressed within the framework of competition law. 

Differing perspectives exist over the appropriateness of intervention by competition authorities in 
cases of excessive pricing, particularly when these involve patented products. However, there are no 
legal barriers to such intervention; competition authorities can act – and have acted – against firms 
deemed to have charged unfairly high prices for medicines, including those under patent. 

In fact, this paper contends, competition enforcement against excessive pricing of patented 
medicines would not only advance consumer welfare but also contribute to safeguarding the 
fundamental human right to health. The remedies available under competition law – such as 
compulsory licensing – can be effectively applied to keep a lid on the prices of essential, potentially 
life-saving medicines. 

 

2.3.2  International Copyright Flexibilities for Prevention, Treatment and  
Containment of COVID-19 
By Sean Flynn, Erica Nkrumah and Luca Schirru 

Intellectual Property Rights Series no. 19 

Download the pdf here: https://www.twn.my/title2/IPR/pdf/ipr19.pdf 

 Most policymaking attention with respect to intellectual property barriers to COVID-19 prevention, 
treatment and containment has been focused on patents. This focus is reflected in the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) Ministerial Decision on the TRIPS Agreement, adopted on 17 June 2022, which 
provides a limited waiver of TRIPS rules on compulsory licences for production of COVID-19 vaccines. 
The original WTO proposal for a TRIPS waiver, however, explicitly applied to all forms of intellectual 
property, including copyright. This paper outlines the numerous ways in which copyright can create 
barriers to addressing COVID-19. It also provides a description of international copyright treaty 
provisions that permit uses of copyright materials in response to the barriers identified, despite the 

exclusion of copyright from the final TRIPS waiver.

  

2.4. Nepal develops new NMP 
Nepal is revising its decades-old National Medicines Policy and legislative framework to enable 
transformative changes needed for sustainable access to safe, quality-assured, and effective 
medicines and other medical products. The policy update led by the Ministry of Health and 
Population, with technical and advocacy support from USAID MTaPS, will adequately regulate the 
rapid expansion of the country’s pharmaceutical market in recent years. 
Read the full story» 

https://www.mtapsprogram.org/news-blog/nepal-acts-to-revise-its-1995-national-medicines-
policy/?utm_source=MTaPS+Newsletter&utm_campaign=f816df0919-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_20_05_13_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ee97422135-
f816df0919-137167366 

https://mtapsprogram.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=255e67430993215122e26636b&id=8bf8e25e3f&e=815672ae87
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